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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and wilt expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 November 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) ^20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) S The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|EI All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/587,573 . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) d Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Infomaation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date . 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 01 1 12005 
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Art Unit: 3624 

DETAILED ACTION 
35 U.S.C. 251 Rejection 
35 ILS.C. 251 Reissue of defecth'e patents* 

Whenever any patent is. tlnoiigli eixor witlioiit aii^^ deceptive intentioa deemed wliolh' or 
paitly inoperati\-e or invalid, by reason of a defecti\-e specification or di*awiiig, or by 
reason of tlie patentee claiming more or less tlian lie liad a r^it to claim in tlie patent, tlie 
Dii ector slialL on tlie sm ender of such patent and the payment, of tlie tee reqnii ed by law, 
reissue the patent tor tlie invention disclosed in tlie original patent and in accordance with 
a new and amended application, for tlie luiexpii ed pait of the term of tlie ork;inal patent. 
No new matter sliall be mhoduced into tlie api^Hcationfor reissue. 

The Director may issue seveml reissued patents for distinct and separate parts of the 
tliii:^ patented, ipon demand of tlie applicant aiid q^on payment of tlie requii ed tee for a 
reissue tor each of such reissued patents. 

Hie provisions of tliis title relatii^ to applications tor patent sliaE be applicable to 
applications tor reissue of a patent, except tliat application for reissue may be made and 
sworn to by the assignee of the eiitii e interest if tlie application does not seek to enlarge 
the scope of the clamis of the original patent. 

No reissued patent shall be giaiited eiilargiiig die scope of the claims of tlie ordinal patent 
luiless applied tor witliiii two years from tlie gi ant of tlie or^ial patent. 

CAjiiended Nov. 29, 1999, Public Law 106-113, sec, 1000(a)(9), 113 Stat. 1501 A- 
5S2 (S. 194S sec. 4732(a)(10)(»).) 

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails to 
contain the statement required under 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) as to applicant's belief that 
the original patent is wholly or partly inoperative or invalid. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) 
and see MPEP § 1414. The oath/declaration does not contain a statement of at 



least one error which is relied upon to support the reissue application (see below). 
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Reissue oatlis or declarations must contain tlie tbllowii:^: 

(A) A statement tliat the applicant believes tlie ordinal patent to be wlioUy or 
parity inoperative or iiwalid — 

(1 ) by reason of a defective specification or ch awing, or 

(2) by reason of the patentee claiming more or less than patentee had the right to claim in 
the patent; 

(B) A statement of at least one eiTor wliicli is relied upon to sippoit tlie reissue 
application, /.^v tlie basis for tlie reissue; 

(C) A statement tliat all eirors wliicli aie beii^ collected iii the reissue application 
up to the time of filing of tlie oatli/decbration arose witliout. air^' decepti\'e intention 

on tlie part of the applicant; and 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Art Unit: 3624 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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